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Requiescant in Pace
We remember with affection and gratitude the recently departed who made 
bequests to the Friars (the beneficiary is indicated below). 
May they and all the faithful departed rest in peace.

• Ann Thirkell-Smith  (Blackfriars Priory, Oxford)

• David Matthews  (St Dominic’s Priory, London)

• Emmanuel Durand OP  (St Dominic’s Priory, London)

• Mark Jacques  (Province of England)

• Sarah Gibson  (St Martin’s Missions)

• Lady Herries of Terregles  (Province of England)

Please also pray for our brother, Fr Fabian Radcliffe OP, 
who departed this life on 1 April 2019, in the 65th year of 
his Profession, and the 60th year of his Priesthood.

Legacies have always been vital to our mission. A leaflet on legacy giving 
is available from our priories or Development Office (see back page).

Welcome to our Assumption-tide issue

Receiving this magazine
This magazine is distributed free of 
charge three times a year. You can 
either collect copies from any of the UK 
churches run by the Dominican Friars, 
or we can mail it directly to you. 

An email newsletter is also sent out 
around 3 or 4 times a year. 

Subscriptions
You are welcome to subscribe by mail, 
email, or both.

To subscribe, unsubscribe,  
or update your details, email  
subscriptions@english.op.org

Published by the English Province of the Order of Preachers, 
registered charity 231192 (England and Wales) and SC039062 
(Scotland). Blackfriars, St Giles, Oxford. OX1 3LY.

This has been a summer of change 
as our Order elected a new Master, 

Fr Gerard Timoner OP from the 
Philippines, last month during the 
General Chapter in 
Biên Hòa, Vietnam. 
This Asian wind 
of change has also 
brought to this mag
azine a new Editor 
from Asia: I was 
born in Malaysia, 
became a Catholic 
in Singapore, and 
served as a Domin
ican Volunteer in the 
Philippines before I 
joined the Province 
of England. 

Thanks are due to Fr Richard Finn 
OP who inaugurated this magazine, 
curated its content, and has overseen 
its development since 2014. We keep 
him, and his other worthy projects for 
the Province, in our prayers. 

I’ve called this the Assumptiontide 
issue because of the significance of 
this Marian feast in the history of the 
English Province – we founded our first 
house, in Oxford, on 15 August 1221. In 

this issue, I wanted to share something 
from each house in the Province, show
ing something of the range of our min
istries, and the variety of our collabo

rations. Since we 
have so much good 
news to share with 
you, I decided that 
this issue would be 
a bumper edition, 
with four extra 
pages.

Our preaching 
mission depends 
on the support 
and help of so 
many people, and 
we’re grateful to 
God for all those 

whom the Spirit, so to speak, blows in 
our direction. 

Thank you for reading, and may 
God bless you.

– Fr Lawrence Lew OP, Editor

You can send any comments  
or feedback to me via  
magazine@english.op.org

On 13 July 2019, in the Elective 
General Chapter held in Vietnam, 

the Order of Preachers welcomed the 87th 
successor of St. Dominic, in the person of 
Fr Gerard Francisco Parco Timoner III, 
OP, a son of the Dominican Province of 
the Philippines and first Asian Master of 
the Order.

Recognising the challenges of modern 
times, Fr Gerard said that the present 
times of the Church seem to point out a 
time ‘when the Church needs a Francis 
and a Dominic. There is a need for a new 
evangelisation, and we are all called to do 
precisely that.’ 

Please keep the new Master in your 
prayers.

New Master  
of the Order

‘The wind blows where it wills, and you hear the sound of it,  
but you do not know whence it comes or whither it goes;  

so it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.’  – John 3:8

mailto:subscriptions%40english.op.org?subject=Subscribing%20to%20The%20Dominicans
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Sculptor Cody Swanson explains 
the creation of the central statue 
for the new Rosary Garden.

The Choice of Material

The statue was modelled in a semi 
refractory clay from Vicenza which 

was fired to 1100 degrees Celsius. I chose 
this material because it has a unique 
yellow paglierino colour, very similar 
to the weathered English stone used 
throughout Saint Dominic’s priory. The 
material was suggested on economic 
grounds, as stone would have been much 
more expensive; though, ironically, this 
clay, when fired, is significantly more 
durable and resistant outdoors.

The Design Process
The drawing phase took a month and 
the modelling, drying, and firing process 
required four months.

Disegno is the foundation of sculpture, 
painting, and architecture, so the draw
ing is essential for transmitting the idea 
with immediacy and flexibility. 

Initially the request was to combine the 
iconography of Our Lady, Patroness of 
the Order of Preachers with Our Lady of 
Cana – which brought me to develop the 
composition with an upraised arm with 
mantle in hand. Based upon this sketch 
it was decided that the hand be out
stretched, imploring us to go forth and 
‘do as He tells you’. 

From the drawing a small clay bozzetto 
was modelled as a proportional reference, 
which I then enlarged using a traditional 
threedimensional pantograph; and in 
this case, it allowed me to model the final 
work hollow, for firing.

Spiritual Inspiration
The intercessory role of Our Lady at the 
wedding feast of Cana in the Gospel of 
John was the centre of my prayer and 
meditation, and I found this particular 
commentary by J.A. Loarte very inspir
ing, especially in the context of the 
Rosary Garden:

John stresses that Mary’s pres
ence at the beginning and at the 
end of Jesus’ public life corre
sponds to a divine plan. The 
name our Lord uses to address 
her in Cana (‘woman’, rather 
than ‘mother’) seems to show 
his intention to form a family 
founded, not on the bonds of 
blood, but on faith. This is the 
same way God addressed Eve 
in Paradise, when promising 
that from her progeny would 
come the Redeemer (Gen 3:15). 
In Cana, Mary realises that her 
maternal mission does not end 
on the natural plane: God is 
relying on her to be the spiritual 
Mother of his Son’s disciples.

www.opusdei.org/en/article/
life-of-mary-xiv-wedding-feast-at-cana/

Sculptural Inspirations and 
Precedents
Bernini addressed the Royal Academy 
in France by stating that they ‘should 
possess casts of all the great sculptures 
of antiquity, and they should be taught 
to draw after these classical models to 
form a conception of the beautiful which 
would serve them their entire lives. […] 
for if their imagination has nothing but 
nature to feed on, they will be unable to 
put forth anything of strength or beauty; 

for nature itself is devoid of both strength 
and beauty, and artists who study it 
should first be skilled in recognising its 
faults and correcting them.’  [Paul Fréart 
de Chantelou, Diary of the Cavaliere 
Bernini’s Visit to France. Princeton 
University Press, 1985; p. 106.]

How does this relate to this sculpture 
of Our Lady of Cana?  I believe the fall 
of man is directly manifest in our natu
ralistic imperfections and it is therefore 
highly inappropriate that the Mother 
of Our Lord – who was preserved from 
original sin – be depicted with a natural
istic face, bearing the likeness of any one 
individual. I’m convinced she should be 
depicted idealised and perfect, without 
proportional or compositional blemish, 
in continuity with the past while also 
universal.

With regard to inspiration I always 
look to the ancients for guidance and in 
this particular work the idealisation of 
Praxiteles along with the grace, nobility 
and balance of Raphael.

I would like offer my sincere thanks for 
having been bestowed the honour to 
develop this statue for Saint Dominic’s 
priory; it was a labour of love for Our 
Lord and Our Lady in service of the 
Church, and I pray it will help encourage 
the faithful to ‘do whatever He tells you’  
for generations to come.

We welcome visitors to the  
Rosary Garden: information and 
opening times may be found at  
www.rosaryshrine.co.uk/garden

Cody Swanson’s work may  
be viewed at  
www.codyswansonsculpture.com

Sculpting Our Lady of Cana

Fr Chris Eggleton OP, 
Promoter General for the 
Holy Rosary, visited London 
for the inauguration of the 
new Rosary Garden.  
Inset: small preparatory clay 
model of Our Lady of Cana.

www.opusdei.org/en/article/
life-of-mary-xiv-wedding-feast-at-cana/
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Fr Lawrence Lew OP introduces 
the new Rosary Garden recently 
opened at the Rosary Shrine in 
north London.

The Dominican friars have been prop
agators of the devotion of the Holy 

Rosary for centuries; indeed, tradition 
holds that Our Lady gave the Rosary to 
St Dominic. For almost 800 years, the 
Dominicans have been preaching and 
teaching the Rosary as a prayerful med
itation on the saving mysteries of Christ. 
The Dominican custom was to group 
these mysteries into sets called the Joyful, 
Sorrowful, and Glorious Mysteries, and 
this arrangement is seen in the archi
tecture of the Dominican church in 
Haverstock Hill, which has chapels and 
stonecarved altars dedicated to each of 
the traditional fifteen mysteries of the 
Rosary. In 2016, Cardinal Nichols thus 
declared this unique church of Our Lady 
of the Rosary and St Dominic to be a 
‘Rosary Shrine’ for the whole diocese. At 

Bringing Light to the Darkness
that time, he also called on the Dominican 
friars to continue their mission of preach
ing the Rosary. 

Inspiration for the Garden
It was not until 2002 that Pope St John 
Paul II introduced a new set of mysteries 
to the traditional Rosary, and he did this 
in order to renew this ancient devotion, 
and to extend its Christological focus so 
as to include the ministry of Christ and 
the sacramental order that he established. 
These five new mysteries were probably 
inspired by a set preached by the Maltese 
saint, George Preca, in 1957; Pope John 
Paul II had only just canonised him in 
2001. They both referred to these new 
mysteries of the Rosary as the Mysteries 
of Light, or the Luminous Mysteries. 

Pilgrims to the Rosary Shrine in 
London, perhaps unaware of the rela
tive novelty of the Luminous Mysteries, 
sometimes wondered why these myster
ies were not represented in the Rosary 
Shrine, a church that was completed in 

1883. The Dominican friars were con
scious of this pastoral need, and they 
also reflected on the Cardinal’s invitation 
to them to reinvigorate the preaching 
and praying of the Rosary at the Shrine. 
Hence, a decision was made in 2017 to 
turn the disused land behind the Lady 
Chapel into a Rosary Garden commem
orating the Luminous Mysteries, and a 
fundraising campaign was launched. 

Transformation
Thanks to the generosity of parishioners 
and benefactors, what was once a dark 
and barren wasteland behind the church, 
unused for decades, has now been trans
formed into a Marian sanctuary of beauty, 
colour, and light. A wheelchair-accessible 
oval sandstone path, with black granite 
beads marking out a Rosary on the path, 
has been laid out in the centre of the 
garden. Around this are five comfortable 
memorial benches, nestled between rose 
bushes and swaying foxgloves, where one 
can sit and contemplate and pray. In the 
heart of the garden, ringed by this path, 
is a bed of beautiful Marian flowers which 
surround five plaques illustrating the five 
Mysteries of Light: the Baptism of the 
Lord; the Wedding at Cana; the Preaching 
of the Kingdom and Call to Conversion; 
the Transfiguration; and the Institution 
of the Holy Eucharist. These plaques 
were made by the nuns of the Monastic 
Family of Bethlehem. The centrepiece of 
the garden, however, is a specially com
missioned statue of Our Lady of Cana, 
whose lips are open to say: ‘Do whatever 

Felix, the 
Priory cat, 
enjoys the 
garden

Pilgrims from 
the Legion of 

Mary were 
among our first 

visitors
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he tells you.’ (John 2:5). This elegant and 
serene statue was designed and sculpted 
by the internationallyrenowned Catholic 
sculptor, Cody Swanson, who is based in 
Florence (see previous page). The statue, 
made from a special sculpting clay, was 
created in Florence, and then shipped to 
London and personally installed by the 
artist just days before the garden opened.

Inauguration in May
The Luminous Mysteries Rosary Garden 
was opened and blessed on 24 May 2019. 
The Dominicans observe the feast of the 
Translation of the Relics of St Dominic on 
this day; but it is also, fittingly, the feast 
of Our Lady Help of Christians, an invo
cation that is linked to Pope St Pius V who 
prayed the Rosary and implored her help 
during the battle of Lepanto in 1571. 

At the Garden’s Inauguration Mass, 
the Rosary School choir sang motets in 
praise of Our Lady, and afterwards the 
children handed out prayer cards of each 
of the Luminous Mysteries which they 
had made. Present at that Mass was the 
acclaimed Catholic composer, Sir James 
MacMillan CBE, who enthused over 
the splendid sung liturgy of the Rosary 
Shrine, and he especially praised the 
children for their sweet singing of the 
Gregorian chant Ordinary of the Mass. 
After the Mass, the friars and congre
gation processed to the Rosary Garden, 
singing the Dominican Litany of Our 
Lady. The Garden and Marian statue were 
blessed by Abbot David Charlesworth 
OSB from Buckfast Abbey (which has 

just celebrated its millennial year), and 
then Fr Thomas Skeats OP, parish priest, 
crowned the statue of Our Lady of Cana. 
At this point, the Rosary Shrine choir 
broke out into a madrigallike composi
tion by Martin Stacey, Director of Music 
at St Dominic’s. 

Evangelising through Beauty
A public path runs directly past the new 
Rosary Garden, so it gained much atten
tion from passersby as it was being put 
together. Now that it is opened, the friars 
and parishioners have found that the 
garden is a wonderful bridge for conver
sations and dialogue with the local pop
ulace, and many who would not enter a 
church happily come into the garden and 
talk to the priests and laity. Children 
especially love the garden, and they have 
even played with the Priory cat when he’s 
in there too; the garden has become a tool 
for pre-evangelisation. The Westminster 
Curia of the Legion of Mary became 
the first group to pray the Luminous 
Mysteries in the garden, and other pil
grims and visitors have come to pray, sit, 
and reflect in the company of Our Lady 
of Cana. 

The Rosary Garden is opened sev
eral times a week when there are 
volunteers to supervise: opening 
times are online at  
www.rosaryshrine.co.uk/garden

Mother Teresa’s 
Missionaries of 

Charity
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Fr David Rocks OP, Prior of Holy 
Cross, Leicester, explains the 
original vision for this 200-year-
old priory, and new plans for its 
future mission.

When Fr Benedict Caestryck OP 
looked out of the window of his 

Dover Street chapel in Leicester in 1819, 
he saw the realisation of his vision just 

across the road: the small but striking 
buildings that would house the begin
nings of Holy Cross Priory rising, beau
tiful both in their aesthetic and in their 
humility. For the first time since 1538, 
the Dominican Order would have a suit
able place to live in Leicester, and the 
opportunity to lead the Catholic faithful 
in prayer and mission in a worthy envi
ronment. Simple though it was, the foun
dation was brave and ambitious. That 
Catholic Emancipation was still almost a 
decade away would pose uncertainty and 
risk. The spirit of the preceding centuries 
served only to secure Caestryck and his 
brethren in their resolve.

Early Growth
The decades would move quickly. By 
1824, school buildings needed to be 
erected beside the Priory Church; by the 
1840s, the original church building had 
to be extended, and was beautifully rede
signed by Hansom; that same decade saw 
the development of the church and school 
mission to St Patrick’s in the Belgrave 
Gate area of the city, necessitated by the 
increase in Irish immigration. 

The development of our Dominican 
mission in Leicester was always expan
sive, and that original vision is still being 

fulfilled. Today, our mission in Leicester 
is still with some of the poorest and 
most vulnerable members of our society 
– preaching and evangelising through 
our schools, universities, hospitals, our 
prison chaplaincy, and through our 
church and parish apostolate.

Holy Cross Today
Fast forward 200 years and the needs 
remain great. Looking out of the win
dows of Wellington Street and New Walk 
today, the challenges might be different, 
but the vision remains the same. Our 
mission to ‘preach the good news to the 
poor’ is still a vital requirement on the 
streets of our city. But fifty years on from 
the call to renewal of the second Vatican 
Council, we found ourselves in difficulty. 
The venerable and beautiful old build
ings were showing their age. Decades of 
ambition and achievement were declin
ing into faded dreams and visions, and 
the financial circumstances of the church 
and priory were in serious jeopardy.

Inspired by our Dominican charism 
and the founding vision of Fr Caestryck, 
we developed a renewal programme – 
On Firm Foundations. This allowed us 
to put together strategic plans to address 
our financial problems and restore our 

Holy Cross, Leicester: a Vision for Renewal

The new Frassati Centre will be 
established here, in the halls created  
out of the original Holy Cross church.

Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati,  
Lay Dominican and inspiration for  
the new Centre at Holy Cross.



7 The Dominicans – Assumption-tide 2019Discover more at www.english.op.org

C.P. ASSOCIATES
CHARTERED SURVEYORS
BUILDING CONSULTANTS

Braemar Court, 1311a Melton Road,
Syston, Leicester, LE7 2EN.
Telephone: 0116 260 7211
Facsimile:  0116 260 5511
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HOLY CROSS 
PRIORY CHURCH
WELLINGTON STREET
LEICESTER

CHURCH FIRST FLOOR

PROPOSED
PERSPECTIVE VIEW 1

NTS
28/09/16

DSP

ageing buildings through uniting our 
whole community behind a common 
vision. We began a listening process, and 
gathered together in an Assembly Day, to 
see how we could tackle the issues that 
were before us.

Renewal
Lots of hard work and commitment have 
gone in since then. Living facilities in 
the priory itself have been upgraded to 
a suitable standard, and proper light
ing installed to enhance our beauti
ful church. We’ve addressed the most 
pressing financial challenges, so things 
are moving forward. Most importantly, 
we’re growing as a welcoming, mission
ary community of disciples rooted in the 
Dominican tradition.

There’s still more to do. As we prepare 
to mark the 200th Anniversary of the 
first celebration of Mass at Holy Cross 
in September 2019, we are seeking to 
consolidate our renewal and expand our 
vision. The Frassati Centre for Preaching 
and Evangelisation is our big dream, so 
that the old buildings of our parish centre 
can be opened up and filled with new life 
while continuing to serve our core mis
sion in Leicester. 

Encouraging one another to be renewed 
in our discipleship, we want to face the 
next 200 years with courage and ambi
tion, enriching the lives of others with the 
good news we are sent to preach. Trusting 
in God’s providence, we have been able to 
achieve great things in Leicester. What 

Holy Cross, Leicester: a Vision for Renewal

Fr David Rocks OP, pictured with  
some of Holy Cross’s parishioners

other wonderful success might he give to 
the work of our hands?

If you would like to support the 
development of Holy Cross, please 
see the back page for details of how 
to donate.

Plans for the Frassati Centre include a complete redesign of the upper floor 
(pictured), with a lift, rooms for meeting, study and pastoral needs, and a 

small chapel. This will allow for current and future groups to be supported 
well, and allow for additional uses such as conferences and retreats.
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Come, creator Spirit, 
And visit the minds of those who 
are yours, 
Fill with heavenly grace 
The hearts you have created. 

‘Come, creator Spirit’ – a haunting, beau
tiful song in which we call on the Spirit, 
in whom God sang forth and continues 
to sing forth creation, to come anew to us 
– just as he descended on the first disci
ples filling them with the presence, power 
and reality of the risen, ascended Christ.  
We call on the Spirit to renew us as He 
renewed them – to make us the Church of 
Christ as he made them – to make us able 
to speak forth the Gospel in the tongues 
of all the peoples of the earth.

And the Spirit recreates us by making 
Christ present for us, even though Christ 
is now absent physically, after his ascen
sion into heaven.  The Spirit makes Christ 
present for us especially when we come 
to celebrate the sacraments, through 
which we share in the death and resur
rection of Christ and find Christ among 
us again.   Above all in the Mass, when 
Christ is truly present in the bread and 
wine of the Eucharist, giving us his body 
and blood and the life which these can 
bring about within us.  We call the Spirit 
down upon the bread and wine so that 
they may become the body and blood of 
Christ anew each time we celebrate Mass.

Yet, the Spirit also makes Christ pres
ent for us in so many other ways.  The 
Spirit guides us as we listen to the words 
of Scripture to understand and to believe 
in the words we are hearing.  The Spirit 
guides when we are trying to work out 
what the right thing to do is in our lives 
and comforts us when we experience dif
ficulties and loss in our lives.  In all these 
ways the Spirit makes Christ present as 
the one who teaches us in the truth about 
God and about ourselves and who offers 
us life and the hope of life.

We might think that the Spirit is only 
active within us, if we experience some 
great spiritual gift, like the gift of tongues 
given to the disciples – or when we expe
rience some profound moment of con
version.   But the reality is that the Spirit 
is active within us whenever we come to 
see the truth of what Scripture tells us or 
whenever we make the choice to live well 
rather than badly, to be loving rather than 
selfish, to have courage rather than to 
give in to despair.   Whenever we find our 
belief in Christ as the Son of God renewed 
and deepened, as one who makes God 
known to us and who can give us eternal 
life, then the Spirit is truly active within 
us, drawing us to Christ and making him 
present to us.  The Spirit is not active 
only in rare and extraordinary moments 
of profound holiness, but active in the 
everyday of our lives and in the ordinary 
moments – although something extraor
dinary is indeed happening when we do 
come to see the truth of who Christ is and 

Renewal in the Spirit

Fr Martin Ganeri OP, Prior 
Provincial, preached this 
homily for Pentecost at Holy 
Cross, Leicester, marking the 
start of their Year of Renewal.

One of the most powerful images for 
God’s creation is that of the world 

being like a song.   God sings forth the 
world in all its diversity and beauty in the 
same way that a human singer produces 
a harmonious and captivating melody.  
And, just as a song only lasts for just as 
long as the person singing carries on – so 
the created world only continues because 
God at every moment holds it in existence.  
The world as created is always dependent 
on God for every moment of its existence.  
The creation is a song sung by God – a 
thing of great beauty and diversity – yet 
also a thing totally contingent on the God 
who brings it forth and, in this way, new 
at every moment. 

Now – today we celebrate Pentecost 
and we celebrate a new creation of the 
world – a new song that God sings within 
the world. In the Gospel of John we are 
told that the Risen Christ breathed on the 
disciples when he appeared to them – an 
action which takes us back to the creation 
of human beings in the garden of Eden, 
when God breathed life into them.  The 
gift of the Spirit is then the gift of a new 
life which brings a new creation – a new 
start for humanity – as God gives human 
beings the possibility of entering the new 
world of his salvation.

As the ancient hymn for Pentecost, the 
‘Veni Creator Spiritus,’ puts it:
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Fr Peter Hunter OP describes his 
recent sojourn at the Dominican 
house in Jamaica.

When I told people I was going out to 
teach in the seminary in Kingston, 

Jamaica, a common response was to be 
jealous of the good time I was going to 
have. My own reaction to being told I was 
going was mostly to feel a little anxious: 
four months is a long time to be away 
from friends and family and familiarity.

But of course, both of these reactions 
are foolish. Jamaica is more than a hol
iday destination. People are people. 
Jamaicans need education and religious 
ministry, lectures and sacraments and 
retreats, which is to say they need teach
ers and priests who work just as hard as 
they do in England. On the other hand, if 
I left friends and family behind, it wasn’t 
to go to a place where people would be 
distant and unfriendly, but a place where 
I was welcomed and loved. I made many 
friends, and it was much harder to leave 
than it was to go in the first place.

The Dominican house in Jamaica 
is right near the Mona campus of the 
University of the West Indies (UWI) and 
just two friars live there permanently.  
Fr Clifton Harris is parish priest to 
two very different, vibrant parishes:  
St Thomas Aquinas, the parish of the 
university, with a more middleclass con
gregation; and Christ the King in August 

Town, one of the poorest parishes of the 
city. Fr Irenaeus Vincent is chaplain to 
UWI and the University of Technology. 
Since there is more work than two friars 
can do, they rely on visitors from else
where, of which I was one.

Being a priest in Jamaica was a joy and 
a challenge. Jamaica is outwardly a very 
religious country, with radio DJs on the 
ordinary public stations talking about 
God, and shops painted with psalms or 
other quotes from the Bible, but unfortu
nately, it is secularising very quickly, and 
the new generation is almost as likely to 
be critical and sceptical of Christianity as 
their European counterparts. Catholics 
are also a very small minority, just a few 
percents of the population. So people 
don’t find religion as odd as they some
times do in Oxford, but being a priest is 
still something of an oddity and there are 
significant challenges for the future of the 
Church, ones which only a few people are 
very actively addressing.

My main job was to teach in the 
 newly-revived seminary in Kingston. I 
was teaching a mix of philosophical sub
jects, mostly rather similar to my teaching 
in Oxford. I found the students receptive 
and intelligent. The big difference from 
my normal experience was that students 
have so little access to books. It was inter
esting to try to find a way to help students 
to learn in that environment when here, 
we mostly  provide them with lists of things 
to read and expect them to get on with it. 
I am working with a friend who helped to 
create the Dominican University online  
(www.domuni.eu) and with local people 
to provide free electronic resources to 
help with this problem.

I was also privileged to help in the two 
parishes. Liturgy was lively and often 
long, and people enjoyed hearing a good 
sermon. The two congregations were 
very different. Perhaps the best way of 
describing this is to recount how two 
women in the two congregations reacted 
to my  leaving. [continued overleaf]

Preachers of  
the Caribbeanwhat he tells us, or when we do choose to 

live in a way that is marked by faith, hope 
and love.  

By making Christ present in all these 
ways for us, the Spirit enables us to be 
re-created, to be made something new.  
The Spirit makes Christ present so that 
Christ can also sing a new song within 
us as we come to share in the new life 
which he offers to us – as members of 
his body.  And just as with the creation 
of the world, the song of the world’s exist
ence is something that is new at every 
moment because the world only exists if 
God keeps on singing that song, so our 
own lives with Christ are new at every 
moment, when we allow the Spirit to be 
an active presence and power within us.

So, as we begin this year of renewal 
at Holy Cross, let us welcome the Spirit 
and let him sing a new song within and 
through us – as we deepen our own faith 
and share that faith with others – deepen 
our contemplation of the truth that Christ 
has revealed to us and share the fruits of 
that contemplation with others. In this 
year ahead, we are invited to renew our 
own discipleship of Christ and to renew 
the mission of Holy Cross in this city.   
And in all this it is the Spirit who will 
be our guide and our strength.  May the 
Spirit sing in and through us, renewing 
us and renewing all those we meet in the 
coming year.  
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Lilian Lee, Lay Chaplain at  
St Albert’s Catholic Chaplaincy 
in Edinburgh, reflects on her 
evolving relationships and faith 
journey with the Dominican 
friars, beginning with her time 
as an undergraduate, and now 
as a colleague engaged in sup-
porting and forming university 
students in faith and friendship.

St Albert’s Catholic Chaplaincy, the 
Dominicanrun chaplaincy and 

parish in Edinburgh, has played a 
much bigger part in my life than I could 
have ever expected. When I arrived in 
Edinburgh from Singapore as a young, 
international student ready to undertake 
my architecture degree, I was excited to 
experience a new country and ready to 
dive straight into all that Freshers’ Week 
had in store. My mum, who had accom
panied me on my journey, had a different 
priority: to establish me within a sup
portive Catholic community and to make 
sure that I attended Mass! This led to me 
and my Mum attending the first student 
Mass of the semester at 
St Albert’s (where some 
people mistook her for 
a mature student!) and 
me dutifully buying 
my Catholic Students’ 
Union membership and 
promising to attend 
Mass every Sunday. 

Encountering the Faith  
as an Adult
What started out as a promise to my 
mum turned into so much more. It was 
at the Chaplaincy that I realised that 
now as a young adult I had to take the 
decision for myself whether or not I was 
going to to pursue truth and faith in my 
life. As a cradle Catholic, faith was part 
of my family life growing up. We would 
attend Sunday Mass, I enjoyed my weekly 
Tuesday evening catechism classes and 
there were crucifixes hung up in every 
room of our house. But despite this, I 
hadn’t yet really encountered what it 
meant to claim my faith as my own.  

At first, I went along to Mass and to 
student events not knowing anybody else. 

But this didn’t last very long, and I soon 
made friends – some of whom I hope will 
be lifelong! I got more and more involved, 
and ended up being elected as the CSU 
president! My knowledge of and respect 
for the Dominican charism really grew 
during my time at university. In my first 
year, the dynamic duo of Fr Simon and 
Fr Peter helped to plant seeds of wisdom 
infused with a lot of laughter. They 
made living a life of faith fun! I grew to 
appreciate the depth of my Catholic faith 
through weekly discussions on relevant 
issues, retreats and events. However, 
equally important was the space which 
the Dominicans generously gave us stu
dents just to ‘be’ and to socialise, which 
really fostered a sense of community and 
supported all of us in not only the dayto
day of university, but in persevering on 
our faith journeys. Yet it was Fr Martin’s 
kind and supportive presence that truly 
cemented the Chaplaincy as my ‘home 
away from home’ when I unexpectedly 
lost my father. 

After university, I made my home in 
Edinburgh, working in various archi

tectural and business 
roles. I started a young 
adults group (the 
Ministry of Seekers – 
which has incidentally 
just celebrated its 10th 
anniversary with a 
Camino pilgrimage!) 
to try and capture 
some of the vitality 

of youthful Catholic community which I 
had experienced at the Chaplaincy as a 
student, and to support myself and others 
in staying faithful to our call to follow 
Christ.

Becoming a Lay Chaplain
Throughout this time, I was still around 
the Chaplaincy as I enjoyed attending 
morning prayer with the Dominicans. 
One of the priests who was posted to 
Edinburgh for a period was Fr Lawrence, 
who also grew up in Singapore, and with 
whom I became friendly.  One day when 
we met for lunch he had a very  unexpected 
proposition for me! Would I be interested 
in becoming a lay chaplain, working 
alongside the Dominicans? I could have 

Home Away from Home!
[continued from previous page] 
In Thomas Aquinas, someone said to 
me, ‘If you don’t come back, we’ll come 
to London and fetch you.’ In August 
Town, a parishioner said to Clifton,  
‘Fr Peter thinks he’s leaving on Thursday? 
We know how to block roads in August 
Town!’ 

People in August Town live very chal
lenging lives, with a level of poverty and 
violence that is hard to describe. We 
work to alleviate that, of course. One of 
our province’s charities supported an 
extremely bright young student in paying 
for her university studies, and we also 
give her and her fellow students some 
space to work in the parish complex. We 
run a basic school, which is more or less 
what would be called a kindergarten here, 
where children get an excellent start to 
their education because of dedicated 
teachers, but also get a good, hot meal 
every day. We will be trying to find fur
ther funding to support the work there.

Our work in Jamaica is exciting, chal
lenging and sometimes difficult, but my 
four months flew by, and I look forward 
to more work out there in the future, God 
willing.

‘St Martin’s Missions’ is our fund 
for supporting the friars’ work in 
the Caribbean. To donate, see back 
page.

Preachers of the 
Caribbean
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never imagined this opportunity and 
had certainly never considered working 
in chaplaincy before. But the suggestion 
stirred something in my heart and I real
ised that I had a passion to help students 
to meet the Lord in the profound way that 
I had at university, and not only that but 
I had unwittingly been preparing myself 
for this role in leading the young adults 
group and in other ways in the past years.   

Thus began a new level of relation
ship with the Dominican family for me! 
From being my chaplains in my formative 
young adult years, they are now my col
leagues and friends. After a three-hour-
long chat with Fr Dermot, who was Prior 
at St Albert’s at the time, he pioneered the 
role of Lay Chaplain, and has been instru
mental in guiding my growth in the role. 
I’ve enjoyed working with the other chap
lains since I started. Firstly, Fr Irenaeus 
who added some Caribbean spice and 
engaged us in learning his catchy songs 
(‘God’s word, the Eucharist and pray 
everyday...’). Then entered Fr John, and 
his insightful homilies, that never cease 
to make us reflect, ponder and put into 
practice God’s wisdom. 

Women’s Fellowship
Having been a student myself at the 
Chaplaincy, I feel able to relate closely 
to the experiences of a lot of the stu
dents. Like any new role, it took a while 

to ease into and to pinpoint initiatives 
that I wanted to develop and exactly what 
my contribution to the chaplaincy team 
would look like. One key thing which 
I have looked to do is to support the 
young women in the chaplaincy by cre
ating Young Women’s Fellowship groups, 
where we have led discussion and bible 
reflections. This gives the young women 
opportunities not only to learn about 
their faith, but to discover who God has 
uniquely created them, and is calling 
them, to be. Of course, the Dominicans 
contribute hugely to the formation of the 
female students as well, but this space 
with a focus on the ‘feminine genius’ 
allows the young women to confidently 
open up to each other in a way they don’t 
always feel comfortable to do when men 
are around! This culture of encounter 
with each other (and also with their own 
selves!) helps in leading them towards a 
more profound encounter with Christ. 

Journey in Faith
Working in ministry has its challenges as 
well as its blessings. My mum continues 
to be a source of caring wisdom in my life 
to whom I turn to for advice and support, 
but she took a while to accept that I was 
not putting into practice my architecture 
and business degrees but working as a 
lay chaplain! In recent months, however, 
she has acknowledged that this role has 

matured my own faith life in ways that 
only doing the Lord’s work would bring. 
This ministry has certainly been unex
pected not only for my mum but for me. 
However, I have experienced a deep peace 
and joy in the work (even when it can be 
tiring, demoralising or frustrating on the 
surface!) which has given me confidence 
that God knows what we need and offers 
us a joy that we may never have expected. 
My journey with the Dominicans has 
given me a  deeper appreciation of what 
the prophet Jeremiah wrote: ‘For I know 
the plans I have for you, says the LORD, 
plans for welfare and not for evil, to give 
you a future and a hope’. The Lord knows 
his plan even when we do not. And for 
that I will be eternally grateful!

We would like to express our gratitude 
to those grant-making trusts that have 
made it possible to develop this role at St 
Albert’s Chaplaincy.

Lilian Lee with Frs John O’Connor  
and Dermot Morrin
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Preaching 
through 
the Arts: 
The Death 
of Saint 
Dominic
In each issue, we hope to feature 
a work of art with a commentary 
by a Dominican. In this edition, 
Fr Lawrence Lew OP reflects on 
the St Dominic altarpiece in Our 
Lady and St Dominic’s church 
in north London. The painting 
is by Philip Westlake, brother 
of Nathaniel Westlake, a 19th- 
century stained-glass artist and 
designer. 

The death of our holy father Dominic 
took place on 6 August 1216, ‘shortly 

before the Assumption of the blessed 
Virgin Mary’, as he foretold. The day of 
his death is recounted by Blessed Jordan 
of Saxony in his Libellus: ‘Meanwhile, at 
Bologna, Master Dominic’s pilgrimage on 
this earth was drawing to a close and he 
became seriously ill. On his deathbed he 
summoned twelve of the more prudent 
brethren, and after exhorting them to be 
zealous in promoting the Order and per
severing in holiness’, he encouraged them 
to be chaste and virginally pure. His final 
words to the brethren were: ‘My very dear 
brothers, this is what I leave to you as a 
possession to be held by right of inher
itance by you, my children. Have charity, 
preserve humility, and possess voluntary 
poverty’, and ‘before his death he also 
assured his brethren that he would be of 
more benefit to them after death than in 
life’. 

The artist has shown only eleven 
brothers by the bedside of St Dominic. 
Perhaps the onlooking friar is to become 
the twelfth brother, drawn into the scene 
that he contemplates. The brothers are 
noticeably affected and grieving, hence 
St Dominic is shown midsentence as he 
assures his brethren that he would pray 
for them from heaven. Since he is clutch
ing his Rosary, one imagines him, even in 
heaven, praying the Rosary for us! 

The image is, like a Byzantine icon, 
painted with a gold background. 
Traditionally, this signifies a scene of 
heavenly glory, or the inbreaking of God’s 
grace and heavenly light. The golden light 
of heaven, indeed, suffuses this painting 
and gives it a warm and comforting glow. 
So, the promise of heavenly glory that St 
Dominic speaks of is communicated vis
ually to the onlooker. 

However, one aspect of this painting 
has puzzled me: what is happening above 
St Dominic’s head? Two angels bring a 
white shining disc, which I suppose to 
be the Eucharist. Certainly, when saying 
Mass at this Altar, during the Elevation 
of the Host, one see the Eucharist, like 
this white disc, being raised up and, 
as it were, coming down from on high. 
However, it’s odd, given that the artist 
could have shown one of the friars giving 
Communion to St Dominic, if this is what 
he intends to show. The white disc looks 
reminiscent of medieval depictions of 
the death of a saint – an aureole of light 

surrounds the soul of the saint (shown 
like a little human figure) as it is borne 
up to heaven. However, I see no such little 
figure here – just an opaque white disc, 
and the angels do seem to be coming down 
rather than going up. So, perhaps they 
come to receive his soul, or if not, they 
come with his final Holy Communion! 

Behind them, one angel holds the 
crown of glory given to the saints, and 
behind them another pair have trumpets 
to herald his end or to call his soul forth. 
Finally, another angel kneels beside Our 
Lady – is this St Dominic’s guardian angel 
interceding with Our Lady at the moment 
of St Dominic’s death? Rather unusually, 
St Joseph is also there beside Jesus, hold
ing a lily, emblem of his purity. Perhaps 
he is there to testify to St Dominic’s life
long virginity and purity, also interceding 
for him. All is well. Hence, the Blessed 
Virgin gestures towards Christ who has 
his arm raised in blessing as if to say: 
‘Come, blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foun
dation of the world.’ (Matt 25:34) Thus 
the angels come forth to receive him with 
royal emblems, and so to bring him to 
reign with Christ.

Perhaps, then, this painting is inspired 
by this medieval antiphon sung at the 
First Vespers of the feast of St Dominic: 
‘The poor man passes to the kingly throne, 
the captain to the royal power, the victor 
to the prize, death to life, labour to rest: 
present sorrow gives place to joy.’
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A few nights after Fr Lawrence asked 
me to write this article, I dreamed 

that I’d been sent back to school. Is that 
what my unconscious thinks about 
returning to our noviciate community 
at St Michael’s, Cambridge? Certainly it 
marks a stage for me: it’s the first time 
in my 19 years of Dominican life that I’ve 
been assigned to a community where I’ve 
already lived previously. Full circle…  

So it’s a great blessing, after seven 
 exciting and extremely busy years as 
a university and artists’ chaplain in 
Newcastle, to return to a more contem
plative life for a while at least, and be able 
to reflect on those years and what they’ve 
given me. Also to mark the passage into 
middle age (which I can no longer deny, 
now being 46!): a therapist friend of mine 
thinks a lot of middleage crises come 
from people not having a ‘rite of passage’ 
for this stage. 

Of course, I haven’t gone back to being 
a novice as such. I’m community bursar 
(administrator), and I celebrate Mass 
with our lively and diverse congregation 
(which has also involved learning the 
old Dominican Rite for our Sunday 9.15 
Extraordinary Form Mass). There’s quite 
a demand for confessions, which we take 
on call, and spiritual accompaniment 
too; and I’ve been preparing one of our 
young people for Confirmation. As well 
as involvement in the University Divinity 
Faculty, I am also a research associate 
at the Margaret Beaufort Institute of 
Theology in Cambridge, a  remarkable 
Catholic centre which was started 
25 years ago by Catholic women for 
Catholic women, and is now expanding 

its community and operations. I do some 
teaching there too, mainly for the Catholic 
Certificate in Religious Education (CCRS) 
which provides theological formation for 
Catholic school teachers, whose work is 
of course crucial in passing on the Faith 
to the next generation. This brings in a 
bit of money for the community, but the 
Province also provides a subsidy for the 
noviciate community so that the pro
fessed brothers can be at home more and 
help form our novices.

So I spend a lot more time in the house 
than I did in Newcastle, and when I’m 
at home I join the novices and the rest 
of the community for the full Liturgy of 
the Hours, and Eucharistic Adoration 
on Tuesdays and Fridays. And there is 
more time just to be quiet with God, and 
for writing down some music that’s been 
in my head for the last couple of years. 
Our Sisters’ arrival up the road is a great 
change for the better since my noviciate, 
and Sr Ann Catherine is a poet, so we’re 
doing some words and music collabora
tion… I’m also enjoying the company of 
our Lay Dominicans, who are dynamic 
and growing.

I’m sometimes asked to give input 
to the novices, and I find I learn a lot 
from them too. Their enthusiasm for 
prayer has reignited mine, and though 
the Cambridge noviciate programme, 
brand new when I joined, hasn’t needed 
much change, the world has changed an 
extraordinary amount in the 19 years 
since I joined. So our novices help me not 
just with tech support, but with their per
spectives on the world that help me keep 
my preaching relevant. For example, they 

understand much better than I do that 
we don’t live in a Christian country any 
more: this is a secular country where 
we have to learn how to be a minority, 
preaching the Gospel and working for the 
common good.

The contemplative context of the novi
ciate is also helping me write a new book 
– indeed, writing is a very traditional 
apostolate of the Cambridge priory. With 
the working title of How Do I Look? 
Theology in the Age of the Selfie, it’s 
come out of my immersion in the student 
world of smartphones and social media, 
with all its benefits for communication 
and pitfalls for self-image. Working with 
Newcastle’s artists also taught me the 
power of the gaze – and how artists can 
help us see differently. Christians are, I 
believe, people who look others in the eye, 
because we see the image and likeness of 
God. So maybe our gaze can preach the 
Word of God with no word spoken… 

The contemplative life of Cambridge 
is of course just one way of being a com
munity of Dominican friars. In a country 
where the majority of people now grow 
up without religion, I believe we should 
also found small mission communities 
in new places, with friars, sisters and lay 
Dominicans working closely together. But 
as Dominicans are wandering preach
ers, we will need moments to go back to 
houses like Cambridge to resource our
selves, so that we can hand on to others 
the fruits of our contemplation.

– Fr Dominic White OP

Back to the School of Contemplation:  
Life in the Noviciate Community
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Fr Oliver Keenan OP speaks of 
his role in creating the English 
edition of the works of one of 
the most influential modern 
theologians.

On the night of his death, a little over 
fifty-years ago, the Swiss Reformed 

theologian Karl Barth was writing the 
lecture that was to be his last. His final, 
unfinished, sentence hangs in the air: 
‘God is not the God of the dead, but of 
the living...’. It was a deceptively simple 
end to a theological career that Pope Pius 
XII reportedly called the greatest since  
St Thomas Aquinas. 

It seems fitting that the academic year 
that marks both the 50th anniversary of 
Barth’s death and the centenary of the 
publication of his first book should yield 
signs of new ventures in Barth studies. 
In late 2018, the Center for Barth Studies 
at Princeton Theological Seminary (of 
which I am a Translation Fellow) was 
awarded an exciting $300k grant from the 
National Endowment for the Humanities, 
securing the translation into English of 
three volumes of Barth’s ‘Lectures and 
Shorter Works’ from the years 1905–1921. 
Such awards are rare in theology, and 
indicative of the importance of Barth’s 
work. That an English Dominican should 
have a role in its realisation is an equally 
delightful surprise!

A team of around twenty theologians 
from across the world is working on the 
translation, with professional experi
ence that ranges from recent doctoral 
graduates to experienced and distin
guished scholars (some of whom stud
ied with Barth himself). Most of the 
Fellows are in fulltime academic or 
ecclesiastical employment, and so fit the 

translation work around their profes
sional commitments. 

Over several years, the group has 
honed its own unique approach, bringing 
a highlevel of collaborative scrutiny to 
bear on translations, so as to maximise 
efficiency while ensuring that only trans
lations of the highest quality are pub
lished. The brunt of the translation work 
is, naturally, done alone, but twice a year 
the Fellows meet in Princeton to review 
their work and discuss the  project’s evolu
tion. During the seminar, each translator 
is assigned an hour in which to present 
their prepared translations to the group, 
inviting scrutiny and raising questions 
(sometimes conceptual, oftentimes his
torical or linguistic). After this detailed 
examination, the translator refines his or 
her work, which is then submitted to edi
torial review in both languages, before 
being submitted to the publishers. The 
process can, of course, be a little ascetic… 
our meetings are intense, and sometimes 
challenging, but they are also a source 
of much valued dialogue, professional 
collegiality and theologicallyinspired 
friendship.

The material in the volumes is rather 
mixed. I have translated material that 
ranges from the extremely interesting 
(the young Barth on Christ’s descent 
into hell, and an essay on the stigmata 
of St Francis) to the curate’s egg (Barth’s 
cringeworthy forays into student poli
tics) and even rather surreal (a classic 
Barthian rant about Genevan Casino 
culture). Nonetheless, the material is 
conceptually rich and theologically stim
ulating, and has the merit of presenting 
Barth’s theological development in its 
intriguing historical context. Aside from 
being a rich source of theological stimu
lation, the process of translation is also 
personally formative: I am often struck 
by the kindness and selfless generosity 
of my colleagues in their commitment to 
stewarding these intellectual resources 
to a wider audience. 

For all the group’s diversity, there is one 
way in which I stand out. I am the only 
Catholic. Barth was, after all, noted in his 
own day as the foremost theological critic 
of Catholicism. Nonetheless, sympathetic 
Catholic engagement with Barth is noth
ing new (and Barth himself welcomed it). 
Barth’s influence over Catholic theology 
has been welldocumented (even if the 
value of that impact is disputed), and he 
enjoyed friendships with many Catholic 
theologians throughout his scholarly 
life—not least with Fr Erich Przywara 
SJ, with Fr Hans Urs von Balthasar, who 
wrote one of the most discussed volumes 
on Barth’s thought, and with the Belgian 
Dominican Fr (later Cardinal) Jérôme 
Hamer. Barth’s significance to the his
tory of theological ideas simply cannot be 
avoided. Barth was what Foucault termed 
a ‘founder of discursivity’: for all his 
claims to the contrary (and his lifelong 
disavowal of ‘Barthianism’), Barth’s work 
configured a new theological discourse; 
consequently, any contemporary theol
ogy that ignores its penetrating critiques 
risks immediate obsolescence. 

Dominicans, however, might find an 
affinity with Barth that is deeper than 
the differences. Barth regarded the 
first-commandment prohibition against 
idolatry as the axiom of the theological 
task. Theology is concerned, for Barth, 
to systematically refuse to proclaim any
thing less than the triune God who has 
definitively given himself to us in the 
person of Jesus Christ. Barth spent his 
entire theological career reflecting again 
and again on the impossible possibility 
of the preacher’s vocation, the miracle 
in which our human words are raised to 
speak of the living God. So, theology was, 
for Barth, inevitably characterised by 
joy… and we of the Translators’ Seminar 
— and of the Order! — are glad to share it.

Karl Barth and Theological Joy
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Privacy Notice – Communications & Fundraising

Dates for your Diary
5 Dec Las Casas Annual Lecture: 

‘Wilding, the return of nature 
to a British farm’, Isabella Tree. 
5pm. St John’s College, Oxford.

Thomistic Institute
Free public lectures, Oxford & London. 
More will be advertised in due course.
thomisticinstitute.org/england-events/

27 Nov Lecture, ‘Accompaniment to 
Virtue’, Fr Romanus Cessario 
OP. 7.30pm. Blackfriars, 
Oxford.

Province Events
10 Aug Solemn Profession. 12 noon. 

Blackfriars, Oxford. 

7 Sept Ordinations to the Priesthood. 
12 noon. Our Lady and St 
Dominic’s, London NW5 4LB. 

Blackfriars, Oxford
21 Sept Annual Alumni Dinner. 

7.30pm for 8pm. All 
Blackfriars alumni are 
welcome to come with their 
guests. www.bfriars.ox.ac.uk 
for details and booking.

Las Casas Institute
At Blackfriars, Oxford, unless  R 
otherwise indicated. Bookings & info: 
lascasas@bfriars.ox.ac.uk

3 Oct Book Launch: ‘Agency and 
Causal Explanation in 
Economics’. 5pm.

29 Oct Public Lecture: ‘We talk 
Locke, We act Hegel: 
Improving the modern 
approach to freedom’, Edward 
Hadas. 8pm.

27 Nov Book launch, ‘Human Dignity 
in the JudaeoChristian 
Tradition’, Sean Loughlin. 
5pm.

This is a short version of our new Privacy Notice, 
explaining the key things we think you should know. 

Our full Privacy Notice includes details of personal data 
we process, what we do with it, and why: we recom
mend that you read it. See www.english.op.org/
privacy or write to us at the address below for a 
printed copy.

SECURE AND COMPLIANT
Your personal data are stored securely by us and used 
for communications and fundraising in support of our 
mission. We comply with current UK regulations on 
personal data, communications, and privacy. We only 
share personal data outside our organisation for spe
cific and limited purposes, subject to strict safeguards 
(e.g. with printers, email service providers, statutory 
bodies). We use some secure third-party data proces
sors whose servers store data outside the EU but fully 
comply with UK/EU regulations.

HOW LONG WE KEEP DATA
We consider our relationship with friends, donors and 
supporters to be lifelong and we will retain much of 
your data indefinitely unless you request otherwise. 

YOUR RIGHTS
You can ask to view, correct or erase your data at any 
time, and are free to withdraw any consents you give. 
You can complain to the UK Fundraising Regulator if 
we fail to respect your rights. Please note that in some 
cases we may be unable to erase your data if retention is 
required to meet our legal obligations.

COMMUNICATIONS
Please opt in if you wish to receive news communica
tions from us. We may send you occasional direct fund
raising communications by post; you are free to get 
these by email instead, or opt out.

RESEARCH WE UNDERTAKE 
We research our contacts to discover those who may 
have the ability to offer larger gifts, using publicdo
main sources (e.g. internet searches). Sometimes 
we may use a secure thirdparty research service to 
develop our understanding of those we suspect of fall
ing into this group: their interests, financial capacity, 
social networks, philanthropy. This information makes 
it more likely that our fundraising approaches will be 
welcomed and appropriate. 

CONTACT DETAILS
Got any questions? Feel free to contact the Data 
Protection Coordinator: c/o the Development Office 
at the address below or email  development@english.
op.org 
Data Controller: English Province of the Order of 
Preachers, Blackfriars, St Giles, Oxford OX1 3LY.
Charity registered in England and Wales (231192) and 
in Scotland (SC039062).
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The Rosary Shrine
At St Dominic’s Priory, Southampton 
Road, London NW5 4LB 
www.rosaryshrine.co.uk

22 Aug Sung Mass in the Dominican 
Rite with the renowned Schola 
Sainte-Cécile from Paris. 
7.30pm. Followed by candlelit 
Eucharistic procession with the 
praying of the Rosary.

Oct Candlelit Rosary proces
sion each Saturday evening. 
Rosary Vigil with Eucharistic 
Procession on the last Saturday 
(26th). All at 7pm.

6 Oct Rosary Sunday: Solemn Mass. 
12 noon.

23 Nov Day With Mary. 10am.

7 Dec Advent Recollection with guest 
speaker. 10am–noon.

12 Dec Annual Guadalupe Mass. 6pm.

15–23 Dec Simbang Gabi Novena of 
Masses with the Filipino com
munity. 7.30pm.

Keep up to date with new events: 
see www.english.op.org/events and 
the websites of each of our priories; 
or follow us on Facebook facebook.
com/englishop/

New Rosary Shrine 
Documentary  
Now Available

EWTN’s new documentary on 
the Rosary, filmed at the Rosary 
Shrine, can now be viewed online at  
www.rosaryshrine.co.uk/film. 
It features Sir James MacMillan, 
pictured here conducting his recent 
concert (also filmed by EWTN).
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My Donation
I enclose a gift of £ ..............................

[cheque payee: ‘The Dominican Council’]

My gift is for
 General work of the Dominican Friars
 Rosary Shrine’s ‘Future Decades’ Campaign
 Holy Cross, Leicester, Development Fund
 St Martin’s Missions (Caribbean)
 The Dominicans in .................................
 [insert name of city]

 I do not require an acknowledgement

Please send information on 
 Making a legacy gift in my Will
 Setting up regular giving to the Friars.Gift Aid Declaration

UK Taxpayer? Tick the box and add today’s date to boost your donation  
by 25% via Gift Aid.  Date:       /     /           

Tick here:  I want the charity The English Province of the Order of Preachers to treat 
all donations I have made for this tax year [and the four years prior to the year of this 
declaration]*, [and all donations I make from the date of this declaration until I notify the charity 
otherwise]*, as Gift Aid.      *Delete as applicable.

I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less income tax and/or Capital Gains tax in a tax year than the amount of Gift 
Aid claimed on all of my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference. 

Gift Aid is reclaimed by the charity from the tax you pay for the current tax year. Your home address is needed to identify you as a 
current UK taxpayer. Please notify us if your situation changes. The English Province of the Order of Preachers (the Dominicans) is a 
charity registered in England and Wales (231192) and in Scotland (SC039062).

Title .............First Name. ............................................Last Name..... ......................................................

Home Address ........................................................................................................................................

Postcode ........................................... Email .............................................................................................

Telephone ....................................................   Send me this newsletter via  email  mail.

Do you have a connection with a Dominican  
house or church? If so, please tell us which:  ........................................................................................

My Contact Details

RETURN THE COMPLETED FORM 
with your payment to: Dominicans’ 
Development Office, 17 Beaumont 
Street, Oxford. OX1 2NA. 
If you would like to discuss your 
giving, call Richard Brown at  
our Development Office on  
01865 610208 or email  
development@english.op.org

Development News

Our Mission Depends on Your Support
Give now online via our website: www.english.op.org/donate
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Privacy Notice    [LIT-2]

In returning this form you are sending us your personal data. Please read the  
Privacy Notice overleaf which describes what we do with your data and why.

Rosary Shrine: Funding ‘Future Decades’

Approaching its third anniversary as 
the diocesan Rosary Shrine, Our 

Lady and St Dominic’s church in north 
London is beginning an ambitious cam
paign to secure its future. 

The first key goal is to ensure a warm 
welcome both for parishioners and for 
the increasing number of visitors, and 
that means overcoming its reputation 
as a cold church. At present the church 
has obsolete gas-fired ray heaters which 
are situated too close for comfort to the 
roof beams. These will be replaced in the 
coming months with underfloor heating. 

Secondly, the current parish centre will 
become the Rosary Shrine Centre, totally 

reconfigured with a new shop, commu
nity café, multi-purpose hall, lecture 
room, and easily accessible parish office. 

Thirdly, an unused attic space above 
the parish centre will become two 
incomegenerating apartments, in this 
way resolving the priory’s weak finan
cial position, and so ensuring the future 
viability of the community of friars that 
serves this most important church.

The campaign is seeking to raise 
£2.5m. If you feel moved to help, 
see below. More information can be 
found at www.rosaryshrine.co.uk

mailto:development%40english.op.org?subject=Donating%20to%20the%20Dominican%20Friars
http://www.english.op.org/donate



